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doors and became the first nursing
home in Connecticut for the treatment
of persons with AIDS or the HIV virus.
Since it opened, Leeway has treated
more than 150 individuals. And while
Catherine Kennedy’s original idea was
to create a center to primarily provide
quality care for dying patients, today
nearly half of their patients are able to
go home and resume their everyday
lives.

Catherine Kennedy is a shining ex-
ample of what one person can accom-
plish if they are willing to fully com-
mit themselves to the betterment of
their community. She overcame tre-
mendous resistance and even greater
odds to open this nursing home. Her de-
termination has resulted in a better
life for hundreds of people living with
HIV/AIDS in Connecticut, as well as in
communities all across the country
who look at Leeway as a model for pro-
viding quality care.

But Catherine Kennedy touched the
lives of many more people than just
those who struggle with this deadly
disease. She was a beloved figure by all
who knew her, and she inspired those
around her to ask more of themselves
and reach out to others in need. She
will be dearly missed.

She is survived by her husband Paul,
her three sons, two brothers and two
sisters. I offer my heartfelt condo-
lences to them all.∑
f

ELIMINATING THE BACKLOG OF
VETERANS REQUESTS FOR MILI-
TARY MEDALS

∑ Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I would
like to take some time to address an
unfilfilled obligation we have to our
nation’s veterans. The problem is a
substantial backlog of requests by vet-
erans for replacement military medals.

I first became aware of this issue a
few years ago after dozens of Iowa
veteans began contacting my State of-
fices requesting assistance in obtaining
medals and other military decorations
they earned while serving the country.
These veterans had tried in vain—usu-
ally for months, sometimes for years—
to navigate the vast Pentagon bureauc-
racy to receive their military decora-
tions. The wait for medals routinely
exceeded more than a year, even after
interventin by my staff. I believe this
is unacceptable. Our nation must con-
tinue its commitment to recognize the
sacrifices made by our veterans in a
timely manner. Addressing this simple
concern will fulfill an important and
solemn promise to those who served to
preserve democracy both here and
abroad.

Let me briefly share the story of Mr.
Dale Homes, a Korean Way veteran.
Mr. Holmes fired a mortar on the front
lines of the Korean War. Stacy Groff,
the daughter of Mr. Holmes, tried un-
successfully for three years through
the normal Department of Defense
channels to get the medals her father
deserved. Ms. Groff turned to me after
her letter writing produced no results.

My office began an inquiry in January
of 1997 and we were not able to resolve
the issue favorably until September
1997.

Ms. Groff made a statement about
the delays her father experienced that
sum up my sentiments perfectly: ‘‘I
don’t think it’s fair . . . My dad de-
serves—everybody deserves—better
treatment than that.’’ Ms. Groff could
not be more correct. Our veterans de-
serve better than that from the coun-
try they served so courageously.

Another example that came through
my district offices is Mr. James Lunde,
a Vietnam-era veteran. His brother in
law contacted my Des Moines office in
January of this year for help in obtain-
ing a Purple Heart and other medals
Mr. Lunde earned. These medals have
been held up since 1975. Unfortunately,
there is still no determination as to
when Mr. Lunde’s medals will be sent.

The numbers are disheartening and
can sound almost unbelievable. For ex-
ample, a small Army Reserve staff at
the St. Louis Office faces a backlog of
tens of thousands of requests for med-
als. So why the lengthy delays? Why,
at one personnel center, is there a
backlog of 40,000 requests?

The primary reason DOD officials
cite for these unconscionable delays is
personnel and other resource shortages
resulting from budget cuts and hiring
freezes. For example, the Navy Liaison
Office has gone from 5 or more person-
nel to 3 within the last 3 years. Prior to
this, the turnaround time was 4–5
months. Budget shortages have delayed
the agencies ability to replace employ-
ees who have left, and in cases where
they can be replaced, the ‘‘learning
curve’’ in training new employees leads
to further delays.

Yesterday, during the debate over
the Defense Appropriations bill, I of-
fered an amendment to eliminate the
backlog of unfulfilled military medal
requests. The amendment was accepted
by unanimous consent.

My amendment directs the Secretary
of Defense to allocate resources nec-
essary to eliminate the backlog of re-
quests for military medals. Specifi-
cally, the Secretary of Defense shall
make available to the Army Reserve
Personnel Command, the Bureau of
Naval Personnel, the Air Force Person-
nel Center, the National Archives and
Records Administration, and any other
relevant office or command, the re-
sources necessary to solve the problem.
These resources could be in the form of
increased personnel, equipment or
whatever these offices need for this
problem. In addition, this reallocation
of resources is only to be made in a
way that ‘‘does not detract from the
performance of other personnel service
and personnel support activities within
the DOD.’’

Our veterans are not asking for
much. Their brave actions in time of
war deserve our highest respect, rec-
ognition, and admiration. My amend-
ment will help expedite the recognition
they so richly deserve. Our veterans de-
serve nothing less.∑

HONORING THE COUNTRYSIDE
FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT

∑ Ms. MOSELEY-BRAUN. Mr. President,
it is my distinct pleasure to bring to
the attention of the Senate the
achievements of one of the Nation’s
most accomplished firefighting dis-
tricts.

The Countryside Fire Protection Dis-
trict, in my home state of Illinois, has
recently received accreditation from
the Commission on Fire on Accredita-
tion International. The Countryside
Fire Protection District, serving the
towns of Hawthorn Woods, Indian
Creek, Long Grove, Vernon Hills and
portions of unincorporated Lake Coun-
ty, was the first district in the world to
be awarded this prestigious mark of
firefighting quality and excellence. The
Village of Long Grove, the Lake Coun-
ty Board and the Office of the Illinois
State Fire Marshall have since recog-
nized this important achievement.

The Commission on Fire Accredita-
tion International, created by the
International Association of Fire
Chiefs and the International City/Coun-
ty Manager Association, is a non-profit
trust organization dedicated to the
quality and improvement of fire and
emergency service agencies. The Com-
mission offers accreditation for local
firefighting districts after a com-
prehensive evaluation. Accreditation is
awarded if, among other qualifications,
a district’s firefighting program is
broad, rigorous, contemporary and
adaptive. The Countryside Fire Protec-
tion District, under the exemplary
leadership of Chief A. Lewis Landry,
has demonstrated those standards and
continues to be a model for both this
Nation and the international firefight-
ing community to follow.

As a member of the Congressional
Fire Services Caucus, I am deeply im-
pressed by the caliber of services that
the Countryside Fire Protection Dis-
trict Provides. With admirable distinc-
tion, Chief Landry and the fire fighters
of his district have gallantly protected
their district from the perils of disas-
ter, ensuring the safety of their fellow
citizens. I congratulate the members of
the Countryside Fire Protection Dis-
trict on this momentous achievement,
and I extend my gratitude to you for
your selfless dedication to the safety of
your community and your neighbors.∑
f

RECOGNIZING SECRETARY OF
EDUCATION RICHARD RILEY

∑ Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Mr. President,
today, I would like to recognize the ex-
traordinary work and dedication of our
Secretary of Education, the Honorable
Richard Riley. I am quite proud to call
Secretary Riley a good friend. Over
many years, I have had the privilege of
working closely with the Secretary to
promote quality education and help
children and families. I believe every-
one in the Senate understands the im-
portance of quality education for every
child, even if we may sometimes dis-
agree on the best ways to achieve this
fundamental goal.
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I believe that education technology

provides enormous promise for
strengthening education, enhancing
choice, and helping every child gain ac-
cess to the wealth of information and
educational resources on the Informa-
tion Superhighway. In my our state of
West Virginia, distance learning has
provided access to advance courses in
math, science, and even foreign lan-
guages like Japanese in some of the
poorest, most rural areas. And this is
just one example. There is much we
can do, as noted by the Secretary’s
speech to the National Conference of
Young Leaders about the role of tech-
nology and education. I ask unanimous
consent that Secretary Riley’s remarks
be printed in the RECORD so that all of
my colleagues can review these com-
pelling remarks.

The remarks follow:
TECHNOLOGY AND EDUCATION—AN INVESTMENT

IN EQUITY AND EXCELLENCE

(By Richard W. Riley)
Thank you Senator Glenn. I am so grateful

that you could take the time out of your
busy schedule—between being a Senator and
preparing to return to space—to be here with
us today. I am especially delighted by your
presence because I can think of no American
who better exemplifies the link between edu-
cation and technology—and whose life has
been a constant quest of new challenges, new
experiences and, perhaps most importantly,
new knowledge.

On that note, let me say what a great de-
light it is to address the many students who
are taking part in the National Young Lead-
ers Conference who are here in Washington
to study our government. I also want to wel-
come those education and technology leaders
who are with us today—as well as the stu-
dents, teachers, librarians, and others who
are joining us across the country on the
Internet.

I am very pleased—and I think it is so ap-
propriate—that this event, which focuses on
the critical relationship between education
and technology, is being Webcast via the
Internet. It is an example of the kind of op-
portunity available to those who might not
otherwise be able to participate in these
kinds of discussions.

My friends, I come before you to talk
about the promise and the possibilities of
technology in education. I want to assure
you that this future can be a rich and limit-
less one, full of opportunity for students of
all ages. But I also want to make clear that
to achieve this kind of bright future requires
a real commitment by this nation to end the
great disparity that exists between those
who have, and those who do not have these
exciting tools for learning. We have the po-
tential to do great things with technology in
our schools, but it is a potential still largely
unrealized.

Right now, if I had to describe the applica-
tion of technology in our nation’s schools, I
would say that it is a tale of two worlds. One
world is a world of families and communities
that have the best in educational technology
and are reaping the benefits.

In the other world, the use of technology in
schools to achieve maximum educational
benefit is usually little more than a dream.
Figures from the Commerce Department—
just released—confirm that we are in the
midst of a severe digital divide—a gap be-
tween those who have access to computers
and the Internet—and those who do not. The
figures show that it is a divide centered
largely on racial, economic, and other demo-

graphic lines. But it is a divide that does not
have to be.

The Commerce numbers show, for instance,
that White Americans are more than twice
as likely to own a computer as African
Americans or Hispanics, 41% to 19%. House-
holds earning more than $75,000 have more
than 75 percent computer ownership, while
households with incomes under $10,000 have
11 percent or less computer ownership. And
Americans with a college degree are almost
ten times more likely to own a personal
computer than those with eight years of
school or less.

The statistics are equally disappointing in
our schools. Too many of our nation’s class-
rooms lack the resources and connections to
hook into these effective learning tech-
nologies. According to the National Center
for Education Statistics, although 78 percent
of our public schools are now connected to
the Internet, thanks to communities and
schools working together, only 27 percent of
classrooms have access. What is more, in low
income communities and minority neighbor-
hoods, only 13 percent of classrooms have
such access.

Now, it doesn’t take a statistician to fig-
ure out what all these numbers mean. We, as
a nation, are missing the opportunity of a
lifetime. It is the opportunity it offers a stu-
dent living in a rural area to experience the
greatest museums and libraries in our cities
and around the world. It is the chance a stu-
dent with a disability has to gain access to
all kinds of information.

It is the ability of all students—no matter
whether rich or poor, or whether they are
from a small town, a city, a rural area, or a
suburb—to learn at the highest levels with
the greatest resources and have the promise
of a future of real opportunity. This is the
potential of technology.

Quite simply, technology can be one of the
greatest equalizers of opportunity that has
existed since the first textbook was distrib-
uted in our nation’s public schools. But a
single computer in the principal’s office
won’t allow kids to benefit from these learn-
ing technologies. We need to get the tech-
nology to where kids learn—in the class-
room.

I believe it is time to think seriously about
the direction in which we want to go and the
kind of investment we want to make in our
nation and our children’s future. It is time
to break the cycle of technological in-
equity—not perpetuate it.

Today’s students are the first generation
that will be expected to have technology
skills for careers and future success. These
skills are the ‘‘new basics.’’ By the year 2000,
60 percent of all jobs will require high tech
computer skills. Over the next seven years,
according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics,
it is estimated that there will be a 70%
growth in computer and technology related
jobs—jobs with a real future.

In this Information Age, information is the
currency that drives the economy. If people
do not have access to information or the nec-
essary tools, they cannot participate in this
economy.

In some schools, students already are get-
ting this kind of training. Covington High
School in Covington, Louisiana, for in-
stance—and I understand that Stephanie
Piranio is here from that school today—has
integrated technology into almost every as-
pect of learning to help students further
their development of basic and advanced
skills like reading, writing, mathematics,
science, and geography.

In one environmental science class, stu-
dents focused on cleaning up and restoring a
local stream. They conducted research on
restoration, worked at improving water
quality and analyzed results. They wrote re-

ports, prepared multimedia presentations,
and met with local and state leaders. The
Army Corps of Engineers even awarded a
grant to the city, in large part due to the
students’ work, which it said was the equiva-
lent of more than $50,000 in research and
preparation.

The ‘‘Do-It Scholars’’ program at the Uni-
versity of Washington, is another exciting
program that used technology to expand
learning opportunities. High school students
with disabilities who have interests in
science and engineering are provided with
special tools and training to use the Internet
to explore academic and career interests.

One student, who was totally blind used a
computer with speech output to explore the
fields of biology and computer science. That
student commented, ‘‘I have all of the infor-
mation for school projects. I no longer have
to get help from fellow students to do my re-
search papers. In fact, a few have even asked
me for help.’’

But it’s not just students who can reap
these benefits. Teachers can spend more in-
dividual time with students; they can com-
municate with each other and be exposed to
new and engaging methods of teaching; and
they can communicate with parents about
their children’s schoolwork.

I think a science teacher in Florida ex-
plained it best when she said that using tech-
nology to learn is ‘‘the difference between
looking at a picture of a heart in a textbook,
and looking at a beating heart and being
able to slow it down and analyze it to see ex-
actly how it works, step by step.’’

Research by David Dwyer and others shows
significant links between computer-assisted
instruction and achievement in traditional
subject matter. Students with access to
these technologies have shown better organi-
zational and problem-solving skills when
compared with students who do not have ac-
cess to these technologies.

Perhaps even more important, research
shows that students in schools that integrate
technology into the traditional curriculum
have higher attendance and lower dropout
rates—which leads to greater academic suc-
cess.

This can be seen at one of our Blue Ribbon
schools, Westwood High School in Austin,
Texas, which has developed a comprehensive
program to use technology to enhance teach-
ing and learning. I believe Stephanie Pan is
here today from that school. Westwood’s
SAT and ACT test scores are among the
highest in the state, and the school’s AP
placement programs rank 20th in the nation.

The use of computers has also been shown
to be an especially effective way to improve
learning and educational opportunities for
at-risk students, as a recent study by City
University of New York demonstrates.

Significant academic improvement was
found, especially in reading, when computers
were provided in the homes of at-risk middle
school students. The greatest improvement
was shown by those who spent the most time
on their computers because it helped them
learn to think and express themselves, and
use their time more productively.

The strong connection between technology
and learning only serves to highlight the
utter injustice of the continuing inequity in
computer ownership and access that was
confirmed so clearly in the Commerce De-
partment statistics I mentioned earlier.

President Clinton and Vice President Gore
have been working hard to end this digital
divide—and to give all young people in poor-
er communities the chance to use these
kinds of resources and build stronger
schools. One of the most important of these
initiatives is called the E-Rate, or Education
Rate.

Now ‘‘E’’ could also stand for equality or
equal access—because the fastest way I know
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to help close the ‘‘digital divide’’ is by pro-
viding significantly discounted tele-
communications services for schools and li-
braries. This initiative is critically impor-
tant because it guarantees affordable tele-
communications access to all schools—pub-
lic and private.

Curiously, in spite of the great benefits it
would bring to communities around the
country, the E-Rate has faced a number of
serious challenges. This offers a good exam-
ple of how even the best ideas can get side-
tracked or derailed by powerful special inter-
ests. Let me tell you what happened.

Two years ago, after months of public
hearings and with bipartisan support, Con-
gress passed, and the FCC implemented, the
Telecommunications Act of 1996. This law
deregulated the industry and provided tele-
communications companies with broad new
opportunities for growth.

Linked to this opportunity was a respon-
sibility to continue Universal Service—a 60-
year old program that has provided afford-
able telephone services to some rural com-
munities and other areas with unusually
high telephone costs. The Congress also ex-
panded this critical program to provide
schools and libraries with more affordable
telecommunications services through what
is referred to as the E-rate. It was a win-win
situation.

In exchange for their continued support of
Universal Service, the long distance tele-
phone carriers were given significant reduc-
tions in their costs through reduced access
fees. Unfortunately, after the plan was en-
acted, some of the long distance companies
sought to change the way it was funded,
jeopardizing the E-rate. And some members
of Congress have sought short term political
gain by trying to pull the plug on the pro-
gram.

The long distance companies added a sur-
charge to phone bills purportedly to recover
the cost of Universal Service. But we argue
that they already had been reimbursed
through the reduced access fees.

They also failed to distinguish between all
Universal Service charges and the E-Rate.
One large long distance company put a 95
cent surcharge on telephone bills. But only
19 cents of that was for the school and li-
brary program—which amounted to less than
a penny a day. I can think of no more worth-
while investment for our children.

Now, I am pleased to say that grass roots
groups and student organizations have
fought diligently for this effort. As a result,
we were able to save the E-rate, but attacks
on it continue. If the E-rate is taken away or
reduced any further, as a recent report by
the National School Boards Association
clearly demonstrates, students in schools
and people in libraries across the country
will be left high and dry. That is wrong and
people need to speak out about it.

Let me tell you in no uncertain terms—
President Clinton, Vice President Gore, and
I will continue to fight any efforts to dis-
mantle the e-rate and widen the digital di-
vide.

What good is it to be the richest nation in
the world—with the greatest technological
resources in the world—if the ability to ben-
efit from technology is dependent on wheth-
er a student goes to a particular school?

There are many who criticize the use of
technology in our schools. The irony is that
those who belittle this use of technology are
those who already have access to computers
and the preparation to participate fully in
today’s Information Age.

This debate has never been about tech-
nology. It has been about what our children
have the opportunity to do. It’s about much
more than just giving a young person a com-
puter or connecting that person to the Inter-

net. It’s about connecting students to a
whole new world of learning resources and
offering the mind the opportunity to expand
and take on a new and challenging future.

As I’m sure many of you already know, the
web is a wondrous resource for those of you
thinking about college. A recent survey of
college-bound high school seniors found that
78% had used college web sites during their
hunt for campus information—up from 4%
just two years earlier.

The Department of Education’s own web
site provides publications such as ‘‘Getting
Ready for College Early,’’ the ‘‘Student
Guide to Financial Aid’’ and ‘‘Funding your
Education.’’ You can even get and fill out
your financial aid forms for college (FAFSA)
via the web.

I am delighted to announce that today we
are unveiling our ‘‘Think College Early’’ web
site. This new site (www.ed.gov/thinkcollege)
will provide middle school students, parents,
and teachers critical information they need
to know to begin to get prepared for college.
If parents are not computer literate, I would
encourage students to download a copy of
the Department’s own ‘‘Parents Guide to the
Internet’’—so that parents and children can
discuss and research these issues together.

We also need to improve opportunities for
teachers to use technology—so that it is just
as easy as it is for most teachers to use a
chalkboard today. The best high tech learn-
ing equipment is of little value if a teacher
doesn’t know how to use it effectively in the
classroom. Colleges of education need to in-
corporate technology resources and training
into their curriculum. Some already use
this, most do not, and all of them should.

This Administration has proposed a num-
ber of initiatives designed to strengthen
teacher training, with an emphasis on appli-
cation of technology in the classroom. One
such effort would provide $75 million to help
ensure that all new teachers entering the
workforce can integrate technology effec-
tively in the curriculum.

This is particularly important, given the
expected need over the next 10 years for
more than two million new teachers. And I
hope when the full House of Representatives
takes up this issue, it will reverse the deci-
sion of the House Appropriations Committee,
which refused to fund this important initia-
tive.

Now before I close, I want to emphasize an-
other very important point. While we know
that technology makes a very real difference
in helping teaching and learning, it is not—
I repeat—it is not a panacea for fixing all of
the challenges that our schools face. It is a
not a substitute for solid teaching and learn-
ing, but an opportunity to enhance and build
upon it.

The benefits of technology in schools can
only be achieved by entire communities
coming together. And this Administration is
fighting to make the investment to improve
education and our schools. We want to give
every community more resources—through
efforts to raise standards, lower class size,
strengthen teaching, improve reading, build
and modernize schools, and expand after-
school programs. And technology is an im-
portant part of this.

The majority in Congress has so far been
only negative and opposed full investment in
these initiatives. But I hope with the new
school year they will get the education spir-
it. Quite simply, we need to work together—
in our local communities and with national
leadership and assistance—to make sure that
all schools have the hardware, software, wir-
ing, and teacher training they need and
every child has the opportunity to click into
the educational promise of technology.

We have it in our power to make sure that
this tool for learning not only does not exac-

erbate the divide between rich and poor—but
also works to close it.

Most parents and educators understand the
value of technology even if they don’t under-
stand the technology itself. It is a reflection
of Americans’ overall deep feeling about the
promise and the power of education—its
enormous capacity to open doors, create op-
portunities and help make people better citi-
zens. Americans understand that without
education, we can have neither excellence
nor equity. I hope Congress will hear the
voices of America.

As President Clinton said recently, ‘‘We
can extend opportunity to all Americans—or
leave many behind. We can erase lines of in-
equity—or etch them indelibly. We can ac-
celerate the most powerful engine of growth
and prosperity the world has ever know—or
allow that engine to stall.’’

I say it is time we take on the challenge
and commit ourselves to ending the digital
divide. I challenge this nation to work to en-
sure that every young person in America has
the opportunity to sign on to the Internet, to
conduct research, look for information about
colleges, and just express a natural curiosity
and strengthen a love for learning.

What we can not do is let this opportunity
pass us by. We must fulfill the promise of
this new age of education and information.∑

f

TRIBUTE TO CHRISTINE JACOBS

∑ Mr. CLELAND. Mr. President, I rise
today to honor the many accomplish-
ments of Christine Jacobs of Norcross,
Georgia. Chris is the President, CEO
and Chairman of the Board of
Theragenics Corporation which mar-
kets, sells and distributes the FDA-li-
censed medical device TheraSeed for
treating cancer.

She has had many remarkable ac-
complishments during her career, but
today I would like to call attention to
yet another important milestone. On
August 6, 1998 Chris will switch
Theragenics from the NASDAQ ex-
change, which the company has been
trading on publicly since 1986, to the
New York Stock Exchange. Chris will
become the first female CEO to enroll
a company on the New York Stock Ex-
change. She will also be ringing the
bell to open the exchange that morn-
ing.

Chris Jacobs is truly a remarkable
and successful business-savy member of
the Georgia business community. She
also dedicates time to civic and medi-
cal organizations in Georgia including
the Georgia Bio-Medical Partnership,
the Board of Councilors of the Carter
Center, the State’s Small Business
Taskforce and the Georgia Chamber of
Commerce.

Chris Jacobs possesses the tenacity
and vision that has changed the world
as we have known it and paved the
road to the next millennium in regard
to medical treatment. I ask my col-
leagues in the Senate to join me in
honoring the innumerable achieve-
ments of Chris Jacobs and her work at
Theragenics, and wish her luck and
much success on the New York Stock
Exchange. She proves that if we can
perceive it we can achieve it—Chris
will continue to rewrite history and
achieve unending successes.∑
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